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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /069 W 

046310 

R291122Z OCT 75 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1075 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 346 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, U.K. (N.I.) 

SUBJECT: FITT EMPHASIZES HIS VALUE TO LABOUR GOVERNMENT 

1 . IN TELEPHONE INTERVIEW FROM LONDON WITH BBC ULSTER 
OCT. 29 SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY (SDLP) MP GERRY 
FITT EMPHASIZED HIS IMPORTANCE IN PARLIAMENT TO LABOUR 
GOVERNMENT. FITT POINTED OUT LABOUR MAJORITY OF ONE VOTE 
DEPENDED ON SPORADIC ATTENDANCE MP JOHN STONEHOUSE THEREFORE 
HIS, FITT'S, SUPPORT ESSENTIAL ON CLOSE VOTES IN COMMONS. 

HE SAID HE WOULD CONTINUE FAITHFUL ATTENDANCE BUT THAT HE HAD 
REFUSED LABOUR WHIP THAT WOULD MEAN DISCIPLINARY ACTION FOR 
NON-COMPLIANCE OR NON-ATTENDANCE. FITT ADDED HIS SUPPORT 
WOULD CONTINUE BE QUALIFIED AND THAT HE WOULD CONTINUE 
OPPOSE SOME BILLS, SUCH AS TERRORISM ACT. LOYALIST REACTION 
NOT YET IN BUT IT ALMOST CERTAIN TO INCLUDE SPECULATION AS 
TO SIZE OF "CHECK" SDLP AND FITT WILL EVENTUALLY PRESENT 
TO PRIME MINISTER. 

2. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS SDLP LEADERS FITT. JOHN HUME AND 
PADDY DEVLIN SPENT OCT. 28 IN LONDON LOBBYING MPS ON 
FORTHCOMING CONVENTION REPORT. THEY REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED 
SDLP VIEW OF NECESSITY FOR SIGNIFICANT MINORITY PARTICIPATION 
IN FUTURE ADMINISTRATION NORTHERN IRELAND. 
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